




The Air Force Center for 
Engineering and the Environment 
(AFCEE) has installed a 
1.5-megawatt wind turbine that 
will offset electrical costs at the 
military base by roughly $600,000 
per year.  The turbine, a Furlander 
1500 on an 80 meter tower with 
36 meter long blades, will help 
defray about 30 percent of the  
cost of powering the ongoing 
treatment of groundwater.
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New and Notable Local Renewable Energy Projects

Photo Credit:  Henry Dupont “New & Notable” is continued on page 4

At long last, the Town of Falmouth 
installed its first utility scale wind turbine 
at the wastewater treatment facility on 
Blacksmith Shop Road.   On Tuesday, 
November 10, the largest crane in New 
England lifted the 82-meter rotor of the 
1.65 megawatt wind turbine up to the 
nacelle atop its 80 meter tower. 

Self-Reliance’s executive director, 
Megan Amsler, has been working 
on this project since its inception in 
2002.  This wind project is the first in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
that is owned 100% by a municipality 
that is served by a public utility.  The turbine will provide the Town of 
Falmouth with between 3 and 4 million-kilowatt hours annually and 
will offset over 2,500 tons of carbon dioxide emissions every year.  This 
project will enable the Town of Falmouth to exceed its goal of reducing 
its greenhouse gas emissions by 10% by 2010.  

Self-Reliance has been working to educate other towns and businesses 
about the value and success of the Falmouth wind project.  

Carpe ventum!
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We have taken our oil prices off of our website due to extenuating 
circumstances.  These prices were negotiated on behalf of our members 
and should benefit our members exclusively.  

We are working to set up a password protected website that members 
may log into to check pricing.  In the meantime, you can receive the 
daily price report by email or give us a call in the office.  Thank you for 
your understanding.

A note about oil prices on our website

Kingman Yacht Center has 
completed installation of 
what is believed to be the 
largest commercial solar 
project on Cape Cod.  The 
99.54 kilowatt solar system 
will provide almost one 
quarter of the marina’s 
annual electrical needs, and 
is the latest in an ongoing list of projects that Kingman has implemented 
to protect and preserve the environment.

The solar project consists of 474 panels mounted on the south-facing 
roof surfaces of each of the marina’s three large steel buildings.   In 
order to accommodate the added weight of the solar array, the roofs 
were replaced and coated to ensure that they will last as long as the 
expected 25-year life of the panels.  The electrical infrastructure of the 
marina was also overhauled and updated to handle the new electrical 
service.

The cost of the solar project is being partially offset by grants and rebates 
offered by the Massachusetts’ and federal governments.  “Factoring in 
the savings on electricity, the stimulus money and tax considerations, 
we expect the system to pay for itself within five years,” says Burman.

Kingman Yacht Center, Cape Cod’s largest marina and boatyard, has 
served the needs of Cape boaters since 1932.

 continued from page 3



Self-Reliance is very excited to welcome our newest volunteer, 
Soraya Shenker of Cataumet, who is going to be spearheading the 
30th anniversary celebration campaign committee.   Soraya has been 
studying renewable energy and decided to volunteer for Self-Reliance 
this fall.  

Currently we are envisioning the 30th anniversary celebration as an 
event in the fall celebrating Self Reliance’s accomplishments from the 
last 30 years.  There is a lot to be organized and we need your help too. 
If you can spare a few hours, we would love to have you work with us 
on this fun and exciting project.  If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact us at selfreliance30anniversary@gmail.com. We hope 
you can join us at the celebration as well! 

In addition to celebrating our thirtieth, the major focus of this campaign 
is to raise funds to secure a permanent home for the Self Reliance 
office.  After 30 years, isn’t it time? 

On November 16, Self Reliance was pleased to meet with a delegation of ten 
German visitors – all involved in workforce development in the renewable 
energy field – to discuss the Clean Energy Training Program and Self Reliance’s 
other work in renewable energy workforce development, as well as our 
perspectives on the state of the field in Massachusetts.

The program, sponsored by the 
United States Department of State 
International Visitor Leadership 
Program, is intended to provide 
participants with technical and 
professional development about 
workforce training systems in 
Renewable Energy industries 
specifically and the U.S. educational 
system in general.   It will assist 
in instilling the Transatlantic Climate Training Bridge with networking 
opportunities and should lead to follow-up projects, such as workshops, 
study tours, train-the-trainer-programs, and exchanges of staff and young 
trainees/apprentices.

30th Anniversary Celebration committee begins meeting

Self Reliance staff meets with German counterparts
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Cape and Islands Self-Reliance is pleased to announce a new benefit to our 
members. Beginning this month, Self-Reliance has launched a pilot cooperative 
program for propane users.  Whether you use propane to heat your home or 
office, or just to cook with, there is now a Self-Reliance member price for 
propane.  
 
Self Reliance’s Propane Cooperative FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions): 

What’s this propane thing? 

Self Reliance has started a propane cooperative program.  We have negotiated, on 
behalf of our members, with a local propane dealer for a fixed profit margin over the 
wholesale price.  The profit margin is always less than the profit margin charged to the 
general public.   

I only use propane for cooking – am I still eligible?

Yes, however, the pricing structure is dependent on how much propane you use on an 
annual basis.  The more you use, the lower the per gallon price will be.

Example
Usage
under 50 gallons and under per year highest price tier
between 50 and 300 gallons per year 
between 300 and 600 gallons per year   
between 600 and 1,000 gallons per year
more than 1,000 gallons per year lowest price tier 

How do I know if how much I use?

Check your bill, or call your current propane dealer.  It can also be estimated based on 
your tank size.

How do I know if I own my propane tank?

Check your bill for a tank rental fee.  Legally there is also supposed to be a label on 
your tank which states “Property of XYZ Company.”

Is the Self Reliance price a discount?

No, the Self Reliance price is not a discount off the retail price.  The Self Reliance 
price is calculated by adding the wholesale price and the fixed profit margin we 
have negotiated.  The difference between the retail price and the Self Reliance price 
fluctuates as the profit margin that the oil company makes on their retail price changes.  
A good reference is our monthly average price graph which shows the difference 
between the retail price and the Self Reliance price.

New Propane Cooperative



How do I order propane? 

Once you receive the welcome letter it is up to you to call and set up your 
payment terms and delivery schedule with the propane company.  Automatic 
delivery and will-call delivery are both available (no price difference).  The Self 
Reliance price is good for deliveries during regular business hours (not nights & 
weekends).

How do I know what the price is? 

The daily cash price is emailed each morning to our members.  You can sign 
up for this email service at www.reliance.org.  If you do not have access to the 
internet you can call our office at 508-563-6633. 

The delivery ticket you receive when you have a delivery often lists the Self 
Reliance 20-day price (some list both the 20-day and cash prices).  If you pay 
within five days, you are eligible for the Self Reliance cash price – for most of 
our dealers the cash price is $0.05 less than the 20-day rate. If you have any 
questions, please call us.  We are happy to help you!

What about service? 

All of the companies that we work with are full service companies with 
emergency service available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  All of the 
companies also offer service contracts.  Service contracts are between you and 
the fuel company, they are not part of the Self Reliance membership. 

Are you always the cheapest?   

We can’t always promise to be the lowest priced.  Sometimes a company 
will get a really cheap load of fuel and be able to sell it for less than 
the Self Reliance price.  However, we are always lower than what our 
participatingcompanies are selling to the general public for. 

Is this propane somehow different? 

No – the propane in the truck is being delivered to both Self Reliance members 
and the company’s regular customers. 

I have two (or more) houses that need propane delivered to them, do I 
need more than one membership? 

Yes, each membership covers one delivery address.  
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